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that Bajee Rao and Trimbukjee immediately
changed their behaviour towards the envoy, and
now endeavoured by every art to win him over,
and to induce him to remain at the durbar, not-
withstanding his official recall. In this object they
were successful. They commenced by opening a
negotiation with every appearance of cordiality,
the object of which was, to compromise the whole
of the P6shwa's claims past and to come, by the
cession of territory yielding a revenue of seven
lakh of rupees. This mode of adjustment was
suggested by the Shastree himself, in order to
flatter Bajee Rao's known eagerness for the ex-
tension of his personal dominions ; and, certainly,
it was the most favourable one for the Gykwar
interests that could possibly be made; for, besides
arrears, the annual tribute claimed amounted, in-
cluding the commutation for military service, to
upwards of twenty-four lakh. Having this ad-
justment very much at heart, the Shastree resolv-
ed to stay and pursue the negotiation, without the
participation of the British Resident at Poona.
Had there been occasion to refer to him, Mr.
Elphinstone was of course prepared to resume the
ground he had before made his stand upon; but
so long as the treaty could be carried on without
such a reference, he saw no objection to letting
it take its course, and therefore allowed the en-
voy to stay and prosecute his own plans.